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A family’s home language maintenance of Spanish and
English in Japan
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Not many chlldren in trlllngual famllles speak aII three of their languages.
This talk examines longitudinal data from a family in Japan that speaks two
home languages, Spanish and English. The family adopts a unique language
policy where all members use either Spanish or English depending on the
day of the week, while the majority language, Japanese, is spoken
exclusively outside the home. We explore whether this arrangement can
effectively support the children's balanced development of Spanish and
English and discuss its implications for fostering active multilingualism
within the family.
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Rebekka Eckhaus, M.A. TESOL is a full-time academic English
writing instructor at International Christian University in Tokyo and

a PhD student at the Universidad del Pais Vasco/Euskal Herriko
Unibertsitatea in Spain.
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