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"It will perhaps be somewhat difficult for the men and women
of a later day to understand Jesse Bentley. In the last fifty
years a vast change has taken place in the lives of our people.

A revolution has in fact taken place.?
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She could not believe that the tiny village of fifty years before
had grown into a thfiving town in her absence, and in the morn-
ing when the train came to Winesburg did not want to get off.
‘It isn’t what I thought. It may be hard for you here, 'she said,
and then the train went on its way and the two stood confused,
not knowing where to turn, in the presence of Albert Longworth,
the Winesburg baggage master.?
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Oﬁt of the dream Wing Biddlebaum made a picture for
George Willard. In the picture men lived again in a kind of
pastral golden age. Across a green open country came clean-
limbed young men, some afoot, some mounted upon horses. In
crowds the young men came to gather about the feet of an old
man who sat beneath a tree in a tiny garden and who talked to

them.?
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... he regretted that he could not use his own restless energy in
the building of temples, the slaying of unbelievers and in general

in the work of glorifying God’s name on earth.?
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Within him there is a secret something that is striving to

11)

grow. It is the thing I let be killed in myself.

Perfectly still he lay and his body was old and not of much
use anymore, but something inside him was altogether young.
He was like a pregnant woman, only that the thing inside him
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was not a baby but a youth.
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And then the people came along. Each as he appeared snatched
up one of the truths and some who were quite strong snatched
up a dozen of them.

It was the truths that made the people grotesques. The old
man had quite an elaborate theory concerning the matter. It was
his notion that the moment one of. the people toock one of the
truths to himself, called it his truth, and tried to live his life
by it, he became a grotesque and the truth he embraced became

a falsehood. ™
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The sadness of sophistication has come to the boy. With a
little gasp he sees himself as merely a leaf blown by the wind
through the streets of his village. He knows that in spite of all
the stout talk of his fellows he must live and die in uncertain-
ty, athing blown by the winds, a thing destined like corn to

wilt in the sun.™
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With all his heart he wants to come close to some other
human, touch someone with his hands, be touched by the hand
of another. If he prefers that the other be a woman, that is
because he believes that a woman will be gentle, that she will

understand. He wants, most of all, understanding."™
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